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SUNDAY JANUARY 18, 2026 – WELCOME AND REGISTRATION 

PICK-UP POINT 1 – 12:00PM 
Best Western Premier Accra Airport Hotel (Useful Info Booklet for details) 

PICK-UP POINT 2 – 12:30PM 
Project transport Pick-up at the Kotoka International Airport (Useful Info Booklet for details) 

Arrival in Cape Coast expected between 17.00 and 18.00 

Check-in at Ed Hotel, Kobina Sekyi Road, University of Cape Coast 
Welcome dinner at ED Hotel at 19:30  

 
MONDAY JANUARY 19, 2026 – DAY 1: Introduction 

09:30 Pick up at ED Hotel Forecourt 
Plenary session:  
Welcome and Introduction 
10:00 Samuel Bert Boadi-Kusi, Dean, University of Cape Coast, Office of International Relations 

Purpose of the gathering and introduction of participating Institutions 
10:15 Sabrina Sorlini, University of Brescia, UNITAFRICA Coordinator  

Welcome and introduction about UNITAFRICA project [online] 
10:30 Karin Pallaver, Rector’s Delegate for Cooperation and Development, University of Bologna 

Welcome and introduction about the cooperation framework 
 

10:50 Formal Welcome, Keynote speech, Opening of Conference:  
 
Denis W. Aheto, Vice-Chancellor, University of Cape Coast  
Internationalization as a pillar in reshaping higher educational landscape 

11:20 Photo session 
 

11:30 Coffee break 
 

12:00 Presentation of the ‘Challenges’ to the working groups  

12:30 Monitoring & Quality Assurance – 1st questionnaire 
 

12.45 Lunch 
 

14.00 Working groups: Room: Facilitator: 

WG Mobility Academic 
Board 
Chamber, 
Adow Obeng 
Building 
Complex 

Federico Messersì 
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WG Collaborative research Video 
Conferencing 
Room, Sam 
Jonah Library 

Alessandro Zamboni 

WG University-Society Engagement Monitoring & 
Evaluation 
Conference 
Room, Addow 
Obeng Building 
Complex 

Livia Mercatelli 

16.00 End of Works 

 
TUESDAY JANUARY 20, 2026 – DAY 2: Focus on Collaborative Research 

09:00 Pick up at ED Hotel Forecourt 
Plenary session:  
Where is EU-Africa cooperation going? The role of collaborative research 
09:30 Vincenzo Lorusso, EU Commission, DG Research & Innovation 

The positive agenda of the EU-Africa cooperation on Research and Innovation – 
The AU-EU Innovation agenda and opportunities therein [online] 

10:00 Sean Rowlands, TheGuild 
Collaborative research methodologies between TheGuild-ARUA [online] 

10:30 Q&A 
 

10:45 Coffee break 
 

11:15 Alessandro Zamboni, University of Bologna, Research Division 
Navigating EU-Funded Research: Opportunities and Collaboration Models for 
African Universities 

 

12.45 Lunch 
 

14.00 Working groups: Room: Facilitator: 
WG Mobility Academic 

Board 
Chamber, 
Adow Obeng 
Building 
Complex 

Federico Messersì 
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WG Collaborative research Video 
Conferencing 
Room, Sam 
Jonah Library 

Alessandro Zamboni 

WG University-Society Engagement Monitoring & 
Evaluation 
Conference 
Room, Addow 
Obeng Building 
Complex 

Livia Mercatelli 

16.00 End of Works   
 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 21, 2026 – DAY 3: Focus on University-Society Engagement 

09:00 Pick up at ED Hotel Forecourt 

Plenary session:  
Where is EU-Africa cooperation going? How to link University with the Society 

09:30 Deirdre Lennan, EU Commission, DG International Partnerships  
Global Gateway for Africa: a focus on education and training initiatives [online] 

10:00 • Filippo Sartor and Livia Mercatelli, University of Bologna, Innovation Division  

• Engaging the Society through University international collaborations: tools and 

funding 

 

11:30 Coffee break 
 

12:00 Piet Wostyn, KULeuven, International Office 

Virtuous University international cooperation schemes: the case of VLIRUOS 
[online] 

 

12.45 Lunch 
 

14.00 Working groups: Room: Facilitator: 
WG Mobility Academic 

Board 
Chamber, 
Adow Obeng 
Building 
Complex 

Federico Messersì 

WG Collaborative research Video 
Conferencing 

Alessandro Zamboni 
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Room, Sam 
Jonah Library 

WG University-Society Engagement Monitoring & 
Evaluation 
Conference 
Room, Addow 
Obeng Building 
Complex 

Livia Mercatelli 

16.00 End of Works   
 

 
THURSDAY JANUARY 22, 2026 – DAY 4 – Focus on Mobility 

Plenary session:  
Where is EU-Africa cooperation going? International mobility pathways 

09:30 Huba Boshoff, TheKnowledgeCollab 
Academic Mobility between and within EU and African countries: emerging 
trends, innovative pathway and strategic opportunities [online] 

10:00 • Laura Brandolin, University of Padua, International relations office 

• Mobility with Africa through Virtual Exchange: Lessons from CVEinAI and Beyond 

[online] 

10:30 • Federico Messersì, University of Bologna, Education Division 

• International Mobility in Action: University of Bologna experience 

 

11:15 Coffee break 
 

11.30 Working groups: Room: Facilitator: 
WG Mobility Academic 

Board 
Chamber, 
Adow Obeng 
Building 
Complex 

Federico Messersì 

WG Collaborative research Video 
Conferencing 
Room, Sam 
Jonah Library 

Alessandro Zamboni 
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WG University-Society Engagement Monitoring & 
Evaluation 
Conference 
Room, Addow 
Obeng Building 
Complex 

Livia Mercatelli 

 

12:45 Lunch 
 

14.00 Team building & social programme, visit to the Cape Coast Castle 
 

FRIDAY JANUARY 23, 2026 – DAY 5 – Closure 

09:00 Visit to UCC community engagement project (TBC) 
 

11:00 Coffee break available at arrival 
 

11.15 Pitch presentations from working groups: 

WG Mobility 
WG Collaborative research 

WG University-Society Engagement 
12:15 Delivery of certificates of attendance 
 

12:30 Monitoring & Quality Assurance – 2nd questionnaire 
 

12.45 Lunch 
 

14.00 Team building & Farewell social programme, visit to the Kakum National Park 
 

SATURDAY JANUARY 24, 2026 – DEPARTURE TO ACCRA 

Project transport to Accra, Pick-up at the ED Hotel at 12:00 in the hotel hall 
 


